


Faith: Our Only Hope

“If there is any one thing that you and | need, to help us find success and
fulfillment in this world, it is faith...the kind of faith that moves us to get on our knees
and plead with the Lord for guidance, and then, having a measure of divine confidence,
get on our feet and go to work to help bring the desired results to pass.”

President Hinckley

We are children of God. He expects us to do something with our lives. He will help us if
we ask in faith. There is no obstacle too great, no challenge too difficult, if we have faith.

SONG: ‘Faith”

STORY: (Show picture gblane

Some years ago, President Hinckley and his wife were on a plane flying between
Hawaii and California. At that time, only propeller driven planes were available. About
halfway across the ocean, one of the motors stopped. The plane slowed down and began
dropping. Everyone became afraid. The airplane had lost of its power and without that
power it could not fly high, fast or safely. Thankfully they were able to arrive safely in
California.

This is like life. If we try to fly alone without the Lord’s guidance, we are flying with
partial power. We simply cannot do as much alone as we can when we team our efforts
with Heavenly Father.

STORY:

Commander William Robert Anderssuaccessfully navigated the submarine
Nautilus under the North Pole from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean. In his wallet he
carried a tattered card with these words:

“I believe | am always divinely guided. | believe | will always take the right road.
| believe that God will always make a way, even when there appears to be no way.”

SCRIPTURE:
“Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto you; not as the world giveth, give |
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraidJohn 14:27

We live in confusing times. Sometimes we find ourselves in positions where it is not easy
to face up to that which is expected of us, or to stand up for what we know and believe to
be true. We need to cultivate and strengthen our faith.

DISCUSSION:

Strength to do battle-whether the battle against destructive habits, or the battle toward
personal purity, or the battle to strengthen one’s family in a world that seems increasingly
less committed to the family-begins with enlisting the strength of God. We need to put on
the whole armor of God.

Usepaper dolland talk about what treemor of Godis.



aAnother way to strengthen ourselves is through constant and sincere prayer. We
cannot be successful alone. We desperately need the help of someone far wise, far more
powerful than we are...We need to meditate, contemplate, think of what we are praying
about and for, and then speak to the Lord as one person speaks to another.®
President Hinckley

SCRIPTURE:
aAsk, and it shall be given you, see, and ye shall find, knock, and it shall be
opened unto you.° Matthew 7:7

STORY:

Once there was a young man drafted into the army. He was a religious boy from a
home where prayer was part of everyday life. He thought nothing of dropping to his
knees before bedtime—even in his barracks. As might be expected, the other soldiers
make fun of him. He became the brunt of many jokes. In an attempt to make the others
life him he agreed to go into town one evening for a wild night. As they rode the bus into
town, he pictured in his mind, his family at home kneeling at the kitchen table praying. It
was as though he could hear what his little brother was saying in his prayer: “Please bless
my older brother and help him come home safely to us.” That did it. The young soldier
turned away from the crowd and from the activities that would violate his personal
standards. The power of prayer had reached him across the ocean.

SCRIPTURE:
agven so faith, if it hath no works, is dead, being alone.°James 2:17

ACTIVITY:

To demonstrate how faith cannot grow without works, put “FAITHImpressed sponge
into water and see how it grows. It seemed impossible that a piece of paper could turn
into a sponge, but when placed in the water it grew and became useful. We need to
exercise our faith for it to grow.

Give family member€ommander Anderson quote wallet catdskeep in their wallets,
or display where it can be seen and read daily.
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