


Our Fading Civility

What iscivility ? It is the root of civilization. It carries with it the essence of courtesy,
politeness, and consideration for others. It is accompanied by marks of gentility, of
respect for others, of going the extra mile, of serving as a good Samaritan, and
looking beyond our own selfish interests to the good of others.

STORY:

When President Hinckley was five years old, he was sitting on the front porch of
his home with several of his friends when an African American family walked down the
street. He made some kind of mean remark. His mother, who was just inside the house,
heard him. She called him and his friends inside and immediately sat them down to
deliver a lecture. She taught them that among all the people of the earth, no one is greater
or lesser than others. We are all sons and daughters of God and therefore brothers and
sisters, and we need to respect and help one another.

SCRIPTURE:

“...Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all they heart, and with all they soul,
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like
unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Matthew 22:37-39

ACTIVITY:
Far too often we make too much of our differences. The object of this lesson is to teach
that the things inside a person are more important than their outward appearance.

It is important that we take some time to get to know someone before we pass judgment
on them. We can show our love to Heavenly Father by loving his children, no matter who
they are. Demonstrate this be settinglithboons with the facesttached, on a table. Hold

up one of the balloons and read the corresponding description of that person. Discuss
what was read. Ask what they think of the person based on the description. Then pop the
balloon with a pin, to find out what is really on the inside of the person.

Discuss what was read.

What are the differences within our family?
What are the similarities within our family?
Because we are all different and similar, we should not criticize one another.

QUOTE:

“We have reason to be deeply concerned that the world, including in American,
there still exists much prejudice-a tendency to separate ourselves according to our
differences rather than to rejoice in the diversity and richness of texture those differences
provide. We may feel some optimism, however, that inter-racial dialogue is gradually
getting better. In a greater number of countries, there is more tolerance, more respect,
more acknowledgment of the good in each of us. The fight has been uphill, but it is being
won.”



President Hinckley
aWe claim the privilege of worshipping Almighty God according to the dictates of our
own conscience, and allow all men the same privilege; let them worship how, where and
what they may.° Article of Faith #11

None of us needs someone who only points out our weaknesses. We need someone to
encourage us to try harder and be better.

ACTIVITY:

Go around the room and say something nice about each person in the room. How
did that make you feel to hear nice things said about you? Did it make you want to try
harder and feel good about who you are?

Imagine how our own families, let alone the world, would change if we tried to
strengthen one another and look for the good and spoke kindly of each other.

SONG:2A Special Gift is Kindness,° or 2Kindness Begins with Me®°

STORY:

When President Hinckley was in the first grade, he came home after the first day
and threw his books on the table and took the name of the Lord in vain. His mother heard
him and was horrified. Without uttering a word, she took him by the hand and let him to
the bathroom, pulled out a clean washcloth and a bar of soap, told him to open his mouth
and proceeded to wash his mouth out. When she was finished she said, “Don’t let me
ever hear such words from your lips again.”

4In schools and in the workplace, evil, filthy, coarse language is common.
It...marks a lack of civility. ... Those who routinely take the name of God in vain and
resort to filthy, crude language only advertise the poverty of their vocabularies, a glaring
paucity in their powers of expressions, and a flaw in their moral makeup. Civility invites
the ability to speak, to converse, to communicate effectively.®

How can we speak filthy words and then kneel to pray to our Father in Heaven? The use
of profanity separates us from our Heavenly Father who has power to help. Profanity
wounds the spirit and demeans the soul.

Game: SPIN THE BOTTLE

Spin the bottle. When the bottle stops, a person takes out a slip of paper and reads it.
Discuss the meaning of the quote. Repeat until all quotes are read and discussed.



BALLOON ACTIVITY

Putasterisk descriptions inside the balloons. Blow up balloon and tie off. Tape
corresponding face of child to balloon. Read the other descriptions first. Then pop
balloons to read inside descriptions.

MARTIN enjoys learning and spends a lot of time in the library. Some of the kids make
fun of him because he always has his nose in a book. Some like to call him “four-eyes”
because he wears glasses. Others call him “shrimp” because he’s a little on the small side.

JANET is kind of quiet and doesn’t talk much, so most of the kids mistake her for a
snob. Ever since she got braces last month, kids have been teasing her and calling her
unkind names, such as “Brace face.” No one wants to be her friend because they are
afraid they will get teased too.

TAKASHI lives in a neighborhood where his Japanese heritage is a minority. Sometimes
kids tease him and make fun of his name. They don’t invite Takashi to play with them.
They feel he wouldn’t be any fun to play with. When Takashi tries to talk to them, they
just turn away.

*TAKASHI is a child of God and is loved very much by Him. He has a friendly
personality and is anxious to make new friends. If given a chance, Takashi would share
interesting stories from Japan and show others several fun Japanese games.

*JANET is one of Heavenly Father’'s daughters. Janet realizes that she is shy and prays
every night for the courage to speak to others. She tries not to let the name calling bother
her and hopes that the day will come when someone will take a chance and be her friend.

*MARTIN is one of Heavenly Father’s choice sons. He has been blessed with many
talents, including intelligence, friendliness, loyalty, and compassion. He’s the kind of
friend you can really count on. He prays that someday he will have a good friend that will
share his same interests.

SPIN THE BOTTLE



Cut the following strips and place in bottle.

aESSENCE OF CIVILITY-to extend, without price, a helping or lifting hand to those in
need; to anxiously look for ways to strengthen those who may have less than we do.°
President Hinckley

4lt is not enough just to be good. We must be good for something.°
President Hinckley

aThe best medicine for the sickness of feeling sorry for yourself is to lose yourself in the
service of others.° President Hinckley

aThe best antidote for worry is work.® President Hinckley

aWe must contribute good to the world. The world must be a better place because of our
presence. This is the measure of our civility.®
President Hinckley

alf we want others to respect us and treat us kindly we need to do the same to them.°
President Hinckley

aThe most miserable people are those who only think of themselves. If you find yourself
complaining about life, it is because you are thinking only of yourself.°
President Hinckley

4] complained because | had no shoes until | saw a man who had no feet.°

aTherefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to
them.° Matthew 7:12

aYour skills can change the lives, in a remarkable and wonderful way, of those who walk
in need.® If not now, when? If not you, who?°
President Hinckley

a1/, make a plea to you. | plead with you that with all your getting, you also give to
make the world a little better.®
President Hinckley

a1t will not be enough to be an able lawyer, a man of medicine, a skilled architect, a
proficient engineer, or whatever. There will be the need for another dimension in your
life-that of reaching down to someone who may be in distress to offer your strong hand to
lift him up.°

President Hinckley









