




Randy’s Turn 
By Rachelle Pace Castor 

(Based on an experience of the author’s friend) 

He that hath the scriptures, let him search them (3 Ne. 10:14). 
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“Time for scripture study,” Dad called. Randy came running and was the first one to arrive in the 
family room. He climbed into Dad’s big soft chair and waited. Soon Sarah arrived, then Michael 
and Meg. They all carried their scriptures. When Mom and Dad came into the room, they were 
glad to see that everyone was ready for scripture study. 

“Thanks for being so obedient and coming when we called,” Mom said. “Who’s going to start 
reading?” 

“Me!” Randy shouted. 

Everyone stared at Randy. “You don’t know how to read,” Michael said. 

Dad lifted Randy up and sat him on his lap. “When you’re a li ttle older you’ ll be able to read, 
too,” Dad said. 

“But I want to read now,” Randy said. “Everybody reads but me.” His lip began to quiver. 

“You’re too little,” Meg said gently. “ I didn’t get to read when I was your age either. You’ ll just 
have to wait.”  

“My Primary teacher said we should read our scriptures every day,” Randy said. 

“OK. Quiet down, everybody. Let’s start with prayer,” Dad said. “Maybe Heavenly Father will 
help us know what to do to help Randy feel better.”  

After prayer the family began to read in 1 Nephi 8:5 [1 Ne. 8:5] about Lehi and his dream of the 
tree of life. 

Mom read, “ ‘And it came to pass that I saw a man, and he was dressed in a white robe; and he 
came and stood before me.’ ”  

Then Michael read, “ ‘And it came to pass that he spake unto me, and bade me follow him.’ ”  

Then Meg began, “ ‘And it—’ ”  

“ ‘Came to pass,’ ” Randy called out before Meg could finish. 

Everyone stared. 

Then everyone giggled, including Randy. 



ªYou can help us read,º Dad said with a smile. ªEvery time we come to the line ̀ and it came to 
pass,' I'll point to it and it wi ll be Randy's turn to read. Is that OK, everybody?º Everyone nodded 
and smiled. 

Meg finished the verse, ª ̀ That as I followed hi m I beheld myself that I was in a dark and dreary 
waste.' º  

They read about God's tender mercies toward Lehi after he had travel ed for many hours in the dark 
and dreary wasteland. 

Dad pointed to the next verse. 

ª ̀ And it came to pass,' º Randy read with a smile. Then Mom finished, ª ̀ After I had prayed unto 
the Lord I beheld a large and spacious field.' º  

ª ̀ And it came to pass,' º  Randy read again. 

Then Sarah finished, ª ̀ That I beheld a tree, whose fruit was desirable to make one happy.' º  

Randy knew what it felt l ike to be happy. Finally it had ªcome to passº that he could really be a part 
of family scripture study. 
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