Moroni’s Quest  - Executive Summary

Moroni’s Quest is a youth conference designed to bring to life the Book of Mormon. It is a program that has been run many times by Stakes in North America. Originally created in 1994 By Richard MacMillan for the Calgary East Stake the conference was then provided to Medicine Hat, then Cardston then…well you get the picture. 

Here is the basic outline of the program which I personally provided to the Idea Door for sharing. Should you be interested in more information an entire folder (tons) of materials can be provided free by “The Idea Door” for your use. 
The conference involves:

1) Opening Fireside usually in October the year before the conference. This fireside is designed to introduce the theme and program to youth, leaders and adults. It also is a time to challenge the youth to read the Book of Mormon to prepare for the conference.  Fireside usually involves a re-enactment or two, music, information about when and what the conference is about and also a short DVD is played using photos from other conferences that have been held put to music to create excitement about the event. 

2) The next Fireside is usually held in Feb and is designed to start to build momentum for the upcoming conference which is being held that July or August. More information is provided, along with registration forms or on line registration info etc plus wards and all participants are provided info to get costumes ready and equipment needs in hands of leaders, parents, youth and wards. This fireside again has 1 or 2 re-enactments to help get the spirit of the event along with musical presentations. 

3) The next fireside is held in May or early June and is final preparations information and a totally musical fireside using Stake talent who take on the roles of Book of Mormon characters and sing songs that fit those characters – tugging at heartstrings – examples and details can be provided. 

The event itself unfolds in the following manner: This is intended to be a four day outdoor camping event that includes re-enactments, discussions and activities. 

- Youth meet at designated spot (usually the Stake Center) at 7am for check-in and organization into tribes led by Tribe Leaders who have been called and trained for the past 6-8 months or so. Each tribe takes a few minutes to get to know each other as the youth are mixed up as they gather into tribes. 

- Youth are introduced to first re-enactment where Lehi comes to visit the group and explains that he has been told by the Lord to flee the city Jerusalem as it is going to be destroyed 

- Leave to go to camp area

- Everyone is let off at a specific spot and immediately gather into tribes

- Each tribe builds travois to go on a journey in the wilderness

- along the way we continue to re-enact different events out of the Book of Mormon (Lehi sends Nephi and brothers back to get plates, Nephi breaks bow (re-enactment is tied to lunch on the trail), build a ship etc)    

- the building of the ship to cross the ocean can also be a great water activity if you have water along the trail for the youth as it usually happens around 3:30 to 4pm and after a long day of hauling travois they are hot and tired and really enjoy building rafts and having a water fight etc.

- if you do this activity it is usually done pretty close to where you are going to set up camp as the next activity is in fact to set up camp.

- then Supper

- after supper we have some more re-enactments as time allows and perhaps some fun or learning activities on our last conference we introduced a rope game at this point that was very effective that taught the kids about holding to the iron rod and was connected to Lehi’s dream. 

- Lehi’s dream re-enactment usually is done at night as you can get a great effect by decorating a tree all in white lights for the event. 

- this is followed by a Bishops fireside and de-brief plus some time for bearing of testimonies or ward discussions. 

- time for bed

- bright and early we arise for breakfast (Nephites and Lamanites ate very well) 

- this is another day filled with re-enactments and discussions plus we introduce the activity that the youth love – we go to war – shields and swords are provided and we perform several battles during the day 

- after supper we have a evening filled with fun activities – Nephite style 

- this is followed by Ward firesides to close the day again

- the next day is Sunday and it’s the big day

- we have Samuel the Lamanite visit us followed by a wonderful blindfold activity

- this is preparatory to the visit of the Savior – the crowning event for the conference and is stunning how impactful this can be when done properly and to beautiful music. 

- following this activity the youth are given some quiet time to reflect and record their thoughts/testimony on metal plates that are returned to their leaders for a purpose on Monday. 

- after lunch we have sacrament meeting with a bit of a twist – we have sacrament blessed and passed by the 12 Nephite disciples followed by Sunday school taught by the 12 Nephites in a particular way. This is followed by a testimony meeting – be prepared to sit for a long time.  

- after the testimony meeting we have supper 

- followed by an evening of firesides about different subjects – Ancient America Speaks, Patriarchal Blessings, 12 Tribes of Israel, Missionary work etc etc 

- we end the evening a little earlier and have the wards complete the day again with fireside discussion and testimony meetings

- go to bed

- arise and have breakfast 

- a few re-enactments are portrayed with the ending being the last great battle between the Nephites and the Lamanites when Moroni becomes the only Nephite survivor. He buries the plates. 

-  the conference comes to a close by this final re-enactment. A youth portraying the boy prophet Joseph is led by the angel Moroni to where the plates are buried and digs them up. He hands the plates to the Stake President who accepts them and declares the conference over. Usually a hymn is sung and a prayer is offered. The plates by the way are the bound metal plates of all youth and leaders who provided a metal plate from the day before. This is intended to be a keepsake that stays in your Stake offices for posterity.   

- camp breaks and lunch is served before boarding the buses for home. 

This event is a great deal of work (approx 1 year of preparation and planning needed)  and is not inexpensive to put on. However this will change lives and bring people unto Christ is miraculous and powerful ways. I give you my witness of this truth in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen   - Richard MacMillan 

